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News Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
TENET ISSUES STATEMENT REGARDING COMMUNITY HEALTH A NNOUNCEMENT

DALLAS — Dec. 20, 2010 Tenet Healthcare Corporation (NYSE: THC) today éskthe following statement
regarding the Community Health Systems, Inc. (NYSEH) announcement that it intends to nominateate sf
director candidates to stand for election at then@any's 2011 Annual Meeting of Shareholders. Then@any
has not yet scheduled its 2011 Annual Meeting afr&tolders:

We believe that Community Health intends to non@rendidates for election to the Tenet Board of
Directors solely to help advance its inadequateaombrtunistic proposal to acquire Tenet. As
announced on December 9, 2010, the Tenet Boaeat,@fhsultation with its financial and legal adviso
unanimously determined that the Community Healtppsal to acquire Tenet for $6.00 per share in cash
and stock grossly undervalued Tenet and was rtbeibest interests of Tenet or its shareholders.

Tenet shareholdersnot Community Health deserve to benefit from Tenet's growth as we cmgtito
expand margins and benefit from the strategic imvests we are making in our business. We are
confident that the continued execution of our plélhdeliver significantly more value to our
shareholders than Community Health’s inadequatpqzal.

Tenet has compelling growth prospects and a stBaragd of Directors with a broad range of experience
Under the Board’s leadership, Tenet has delivetretig growth for more than five years, demonstatin
that our strategy is working. Going forward, we espsignificant growth from a combination of acute
care revenues, our expanding outpatient businesfusiness of offering healthcare services torothe
hospitals, and improved cost efficiencies. As abyaye remain focused on executing our core business
plan and providinghe highest quality care and good value to ourorosts.

Tenet's Board is comprised of 10 highly qualifigcedtors, 9 of which are independent, and all obmbhare
elected annually.

Barclays Capital is acting as financial advisof émet and Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP and Debev&ise
Plimpton LLP are acting as Tenet's legal counsel.

About Tenet Healthcare Corporation

Tenet Healthcare Corporation is a health care ees\dompany whose subsidiaries and affiliates avih a
operate acute care hospitals, ambulatory surgengieand diagnostic imaging centers. Tenet’s halspand
related healthcare facilities are committed to fatimg high quality care to patients in the commiasithey serve.
For more information, please visitvw.tenethealth.com

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Tenet Healthcare Corporation (“Tenet") may fileraxy statement with the SEC. Any definitive proxstement will be
mailed to stockholders of Tenet. INVESTORS AND SEGUYHOLDERS OF TENET ARE URGED TO READ THESE
AND OTHER DOCUMENTS FILED WITH THE SEC CAREFULLY INHEIR ENTIRETY WHEN THEY BECOME
AVAILABLE BECAUSE THEY WILL CONTAIN IMPORTANT INFORMATION. Investors and securityholders will be
able to obtain free copies of these documents (whaiable) and other documents filed with the SO enet through the
web site maintained by the SEC at http://www.sec.go



CERTAIN INFORMATION REGARDING PARTICIPANTS

Tenet and certain of its respective directors awt@tive officers may be deemed to be participanter the rules of the
SEC. Securityholders may obtain information regagdhe names, affiliations and interests of Tenditectors and
executive officers in Tenet's proxy statement fier 2010 Annual Meeting, which was filed with theCGS& March 25, 2010.
These documents can be obtained free of chargetfrersources indicated above. Additional infororatiegarding the
interests of these participants in any proxy staltedn and a description of their direct and indir@terests, by security
holdings or otherwise, will also be included in grgxy statement and other relevant materials tfléx with the SEC if
and when they become available.

Forward Looking Statements

Some of the statements in this release may cotesfioward-looking statements. Such forward-looking
statements are based on our current expectatiahsoaitd be affected by numerous factors and argsuto
various risks and uncertainties discussed in ding§ with the Securities and Exchange Commissimiyuding
our annual report on Form 10-K for the year ended.[31, 2009, our quarterly reports on Form 10+, a
periodic reports on Form 8-K. Do not rely on angfard-looking statement, as we cannot predict otrob
many of the factors that ultimately may affect ability to achieve the results estimated. We makenomise to
update any forward-looking statement, whether esalt of changes in underlying factors, new infation,
future events or otherwise.

Tenet uses its company web site to provide importamformation to investors about the company

including the posting of important announcements rgarding financial performance and corporate
developments.

Tenet Healthcare Corporation

Media: Investors:
Rick Black (469) 893-2647 Thomas Rice (469)-8922
Rick.Black@tenethealth.com Thomas.Rice@tenethealth.com

Joele Frank / Steve Frankel / Andrew Siegel
Joele Frank, Wilkinson Brimmer Katcher
(212) 355-4449

#H#



